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College Now Greater Cleveland Opens New Educational Opportunity HUB in Summit County

AKRON, December 7, 2021 — College Now Greater Cleveland and United Way of Summit & Medina (UWSM) will open
a new Educational Opportunity HUB to house College Now services in Summit County this week. Located in United
Way’s Financial Empowerment Center at 1060 Kenmore Boulevard in Akron, the Summit County Educational
Opportunity HUB will act the same as the College Now Cleveland Resource Center, providing individualized services to
residents who wish to start or continue their post-high school education.

The Summit County Educational Opportunity HUB will be funded through a federal Trio Educational Opportunity Center
(EOC) grant that was awarded to College Now in partnership with Summit Education Initiative (SEI) and United Way of
Summit & Medina in October 2021. The grant award will support the provision of services to adults in Summit County,
regardless of intended major or college/university they wish to attend. Available services include career planning and
coaching; choosing a school and an academic program; and financing an education and student loan counseling.
College Now Adult Programs advisors are experts in supporting adult students to and through college and other training
programs. Adults in Medina County are welcome to access services at the Education Opportunity HUB, as well, with the
goal being to also provide in-person services in Medina County in the near future.

“We are thrilled to be deepening our work in Summit County with the opening of our new Summit County Educational
Opportunity HUB,” said College Now Senior Director of Adult Programs and Services, Julie Szeltner. “Ohio has set an
ambitious goal of having 65 percent of its residents ages 25-64 obtain a degree, certificate, or other postsecondary
workforce credential by 2025. As we approach that date, we know it is more important than ever to help more students,
particularly adults, restart their postsecondary education and pursue an education pathway that will lead them to a
living-wage career. We are grateful for the partnership with Summit Education Initiative and United Way of Summit &
Medina that will enable us to better serve the residents of Summit County with their postsecondary needs.”

"The Summit County Educational Opportunity HUB is a tremendous asset to our community,” said Jim Mullen,
President and CEO of United Way of Summit & Medina. “By providing this resource, it gives individuals and families
throughout Summit County the tools and resources needed to advance their futures. We're proud to be a part of the
project and it's key relationships like this one that are creating lasting and positive impacts in our area.”

Residents can access individualized services by completing the brief form linked here, then choosing when they would
like to meet with a College Now Adult Programs advisor. Both in-person and virtual appointments are available for
interested residents, as well as periodic weekend and evening appointments. Residents with questions can call (330)
548-8294 or email info@collegenowgc.org.



https://www.tfaforms.com/4846156?tfa_1889=Public%20Relations
mailto:info@collegenowgc.org

About College Now Greater Cleveland, Inc.

College Now provides Greater Cleveland students with guidance and access to funds to prepare for and graduate from
college. For more than 50 years, our goal has been to help students pursue educational opportunities that empower
them to embark on rewarding careers and strengthen our community. College Now assists more than 30,000 students
each year, delivering college access advising, financial aid counseling, and scholarship and retention services in five
Northeast Ohio counties, in the College Now Resource Center and through community-based programs. For more
information, visit www.collegenowgc.org.

About United Way of Summit & Medina

United Way of Summit & Medina takes on the issues that matter most to children and families. We pursue Bold Goals
through forward-thinking strategies, innovative programs and hands-on work in our community. We team up with private
and public leaders, local businesses and thousands of volunteers from across our community to create change that
matters. Together, we are hand raisers. Game changers. Because there’s a better future in store for our community, and
the time is now to make it happen. Learn more at uwsummitmedina.org.
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